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THB CATHOLIC LATMANi 



[Jmn^ 



rolicg--wBre fcnrad in the year in wWch Joftn Earl of Morton 
(aiteiwftnto. King JoJa) firrt vished Irefand, i. e. H85. 
In the Office fir the Translttion of tkt Relies of SS. 
PalrUi, Caltmba, and Brigid^ printed at PAris, in 1620, 
»nd JBJBiBUd by Colgatt, MesSingfeam, and' Ussher, a foil 
•ccooat is given of the discovery in ■dnrt year, 1185 ; which 
has Ixen abstracted by Dr. Lanigan, in his Ecclesiastical 
History of Ireland, vol. iv., p. 274, &c., and the snbstance 
of -wych is abo given to tHe readers of the Triple Leaf 
(as well as now to thorn of the Lagman), in the passage 
above. 

Bnt the whole acconnt of this marvellous transaction, 
patronised by the Anglo-Norraan invader of Down, and 
by the highest aathorities of the Chnrch of Rome, was al- 
together ignOTed By the people of Ireland, who had another 
" Translation" of their own, and either knew nothing abont 
the one in Down, or else gave no heed to the attempts made 
to elicit their veneration towards it. Of the native Irish 
" Translation," rather more than 100 years later than the 
Anglo-Roman one, the following notice (copied afterwards, 
almost verbatim, by the Fonr Masters into their Annals), 
occurs in the Annab of Ulster, at A.D. 1289. [Al. 
1293.] 

" A. D., 1289.— It iviis revealed to Nicholas MacMolissa, 
coarb of Patrick [i. e.. Primate of Armagh], that the relics 
of Patrick, and Columkille, and Bridget, were in Sanl of 
St. Patrickf [j. e., Saul, Co. Down], and they were taken 
up by him, whereupon followed great wonders and miracles ; 
and he plarcfl them honourably in a shrine again." 

In the Irish Annals of the Pour Masters, the passage 
in question reads thus : — 

"A.D. 1293. TAin Pac]iai3, Colujti) ciUe, 
T BfilJiJe, fto fo|UriuccA6 bo Njocol ttjAC 
2t)40|l|rtt (conjA|tb<v pAt^A^cc) bo bejc ] 

SAbAll, ACC6ccb&]l l<V]f, "peAjtCA WOflA AJttf 

ttJiojtbAile bo beijArt) b6|b |AftAtb, A5ur ■* 
ccufi ] Scc|t|ij |Aft tj<v cunjbAC 50 )jOIJO|tAcb 
A1* A bA^cle." 

Dr. O'Donovan's note on this passage is well worthy of 
our atteution. It runs thus : — 

" It is a very strange fact that the body of St. Patrick, 
the Apostle of Irehind, was said to have been pointed out 
by an angel, at Glastonbury, the year before. — See Usshcr's 
Primnrilin, p. 892. But the most extraordinary circum- 
stances connected with the history of the relics of the Trias 
Thaiimatnrga is, that the Irish annalists — that is, such as 
wrott in the Irish language [snch, in fact, as were of the 
'mere Irish,' and not of the Anglican 'pale'], do not 
appear to have ever heard of the discovery of them by 
Malachy in 1185, and hence it is but fair to conclude that 
Malachy's dream at Down was got up by the English 
party, in order to adddignityto Doivn, then in the possession 
of Sir John de Courcy. It is quite evident that the mere 
Irish never heard, or, at least, never believed this story of 
their discovery at Down, in 1185; for, if they had been 
deposited in a costly shrine at Do^ti, in 1185, as stated by 
Giraldus^ it is hard to believe that they would have been 
lost in the course of the next century, so as to make ano- 
ther revelation necessary for their discovery in 1293, when 
it would appear they were imder the the earth at Saul, in 
a spot unknown to all except Nicholas Mac Maolisa, the 
Archbishop of Armagh, to whom it was pointed out in a 
visioo. It seems, therefore, qnite clear that the discovery 
of them at Down, in 1185, was, like the prophecy of 
Merlin, already alluded to under the year 1177, a scheme 
of Sir John de Courcy and his writers, and that their 
discovery at Saul, in 1293, was a counter-scheme of 
Nicholas Mac Maelisa, who was one of the greatest 
-opposers of the English that ever governed the See of 
Armagh. It may, however, have happened that both 
bishops had dreamed of bones, and that bones were found 
in both places." — (^Annals of the Pour Masters. Note at 
A.B. 1293, pp. 457, 458.) 

Virei&in rili n).^1^e.^6, 50 c)i)t)c:e. 

There is certainlv- a very curious discrepancy between this 
not* of Dr. O'Donovan's and the specimen of the Triple 
Leaf above given. Both are, alike, from writers be- 
longing to the Commnnion of the Church of 
Bome. The one, however, contains the reflec- 
tions of a careful and learned inquirer into history, while 
the other, although professing to derive its matter " from 
the purest sources," exhibits snch extravagant blundering 
in reference to plain facts of wcll-ascerta'ned history, as 
may cause us to feel no surprise at finding him swallow for 
gesuine, and circulate for reception among others, the 
fictions contrived among the Anglo- Romish Churchmen of 
Down, in the 12th century. For what could well be more 
absurd, than to bring in " the glorious St. Mnlaehif" to 
have anything to say to a transaction that occurred 37 
years after his death. For, anybody who has paid the least 
attention to the histnry of that period (especially one having 
access to the " purest sources"), should have been aware 
tiiat the individual known by tn« name of" St. Malachy," 
(who had been Primate of Ireland, and afterwards Bishop of 
Pown), died at Clairvaux, in France, on Nov. 2, 1 148 ; 
and that the Malachy, Bishop of Down, and friend of John 
de Courcy, who assisted at the Translation celehrated on 
Jane 9, 1185, was a wholly diiferent person. 



The case now presented to the reader fiunisbes-aTery 
in.'aruetive illustration of the parity of the sources, ftsmy 
which higUy respectable parties in the Chnrch of Rome 
are contant to draw materials for feeding and cherishing the 
devotienal feelings of members of her communion. The 
"consoling event' of the Triple Lea^ the wonderful 
miracle which furnished occasion for a special office of its 
otv-n in the Bitnal of that Chnrch, turns out to be, when ex- 
amined into, " a scheme of Sir John de Courcy and his 
writers ;" a scheme which never took with the Irish people, 
which none of their writers ever cared to notice in the 
religious Annals of their country (well enon|^ disposed as 



tioft contained in the old manoscript. Again were seen, iK 
alFthdr original brilliancy of colouring, the noble featnrei 
of their great ancestor. In them now could be traced thft 
high resolve, the devoted courage, which had won him so 
high a name amongst bis contemporaries, and even tha 
armour in which ho was clothed was found to correspond 
accurately witb the description in the manuscript. NoW| 
at length, she said, my sister will be convinced of the pro- 
priety of the course I have adopted, and, surely, she wiU 
now no longer listen to the suggestions of the old man, but 
will restore her own picture also to the same condition that 
I have brought mine to. Witli these thoughts in her mind, 



they certainly were, to make mention of all such marvellous ' she at once sent for her sister, and showed her the picture 
occurrencesgenerally, when not in some special way distaste- \ as restored. She pointed to the description in the manu- 
ful to their prejudicv?^. and which, finally, "for just script, as proving conclusively that this was indeed the pic- 
reasons," we may now safely say, the Church which fostered tureasit proceeded out of the artist's hands. She wa» 
it at the outset has seen it more desu-able to efiace, if however doomed to great disappointment. The elder sister 
possible, from a place in her memorials, than to submit any '. had become, gradually, still more tmder the influence of 



longer to the light of public attention. 



B. K. 



THE TWO PICTURES— A DISPUTE. 

R. Catliolic—" Where was your religion before^ Lntiier ?" 

Froleatant— " Wliere wm yoor face be<ure it wu wulied ?"— 

Old Saw. 
As the delays of the coturts of justice have latterly be- 
come a favourite subject of discussion, we propose to 
give a short account of one of the most protracted suits that 
have ever arisen. It is now upwards of 300 years since the 
litigation in question commenced, and, at the present mo- 
ment, it appears as far from a decision as on the day when 
the first proceedings were taken. 

In the sixteenth century, there lived, in an ancient manor- 
house, two sisters, co-heiresses. 

Amongst other property that had descended to them 
from a loi^ line of ancestry, Avere two pictures. One of 
which had long hung up in the room appropriated specially 
to the use ot one of the sisters, the other in the room si 
mdarly appropriated to the other. 



the old butler, and was now filled vrith indignation that 
her sister should have dared to proceed without her con- 
sent, and, assisted by the old butler, went to snch extremi- 
ties against her, that the latter, to save her life, fled from th« 
mansion-house, taking with her the pictm-e she had so 
carefully restored, and which, of course, she hung up in tho 
house she now occupies. 

Then commenced the litigation to which we have 
referred. As the two sisters were co-heircsses, and, 
therefore, each entitled in common to the whole property 
of their ancestors, the elder sister instituted proceeding 
against the younger, to compel her to bring back 
the picture, in order that it may be restored to its 
former state of dust and obscurity, and may again be en- 
trusted to the care of the old butler. The following are 
the leading arguments urged on behalf of the elder sister 
by her advocates :— They say, that the picture, which de- 
scended to the tw^o sisters as' co-heiresses, was the picture 
in its condition before the younger sister began her opera- 
tions ; that the interest of the younger was an interest in it 
such as it was at that time ; that the dust which had acctt- 



iiiii-Ari_y npijrupimwu lo uie uiuer. These pictures* "^vhich "' . '" ' "' "','; 'J' ' '. ' \ . , ^. 1 „f ♦;«.« 

were duplicates, were kno^vn to be the likenesses of a dis- jnu'ifed on, and adhered to it, h.ad, by the lapse ot tirn^ 
tinguished ancestor who had been remarkable for his erai- ^'"' nicorporated 111, and become part of the pictmc. ibey 



tmgi 

nent virtues. Tradition had also assigned to him all the 
personal advantages of beauty and strength. Of these, 
however, the pictures gave no adequate representation ; to 
such an extent had the dust of ages accumulated on the 
canvas, that it was almost impossible to discern any trace 
of the original features or appearance. In the same man 
was 



even went still further, and insisted th.at the care and su- 
perintendence of the old butler bad also attached to the 
picture when it descended to die sisters, and that his super- 
intendence had, in fact, become a constituent part of its iden- 
tity. When urged by the evidence of the manuscript 
..u.ec. a,.u.,:»u.neman- (^yhich they were oblipd to admit was contemporaneous 
sion-hou.se there was also a library, which contained with the painting of the pictures), and by the fact that iiei- 
manv ancient and curious manuscripts, and the younger thcr the wnl of the ancestor nor the manuscript Said any- 
sisto^ being of an inquisitive tui-n of mind, spent much of *'"? «f *« pictmrcs havmg been en rusted specially 
her time it! deciphering these ancient records. In this pur- «° ""c care of the old butler or of his piedecessors 
suit, she at length came upon a very old manuscript, which. 



to her great joy, she found had been -written in the age when 
her distinguis'ied .incestor lived, and in it was containeil a 
very full and particular description of his person and ap- 
pearance. The writer dwelt much on his great virtnes, 
and on how eminently their existence was indicated by his 
external features, and he referred to the pictures of him as 
most accurate delineations, describing also their original 
brilliancy of colouring and well defined outlines. 

Greatly delighted with this discovery, the younger sister 
at once carried the manuscript to her sister, and proposed 
tliat steps should be immediately taken to restore these 
pictures to tlieir original state by the removal of the dust, 



in that ofBce, they replied that these things were 
developements arising necessarily out of its very na- 
ture as a picture, and which, tlieretbre, when once attached 
to it, became inseparable from it. And they prayed that the 
younger sister niiglit bring back the picture to be again en- 
trusted to the care of the old butler, who would carefully 
restore all the dast which had been so improperly removed. 

To these arguments the counsel for the younger sister re- 
plied, that as the sisters were co-heiresses, the younger sis- 
ter had equal rights with the elder over the pictures, and 
as this particular picture had been allotted as her 
share, she had clearly a right to deal with it as she pleased 

that even if the court were of opiiuon that she had not 



piciures 10 iiieir original siaie oy ine removal 01 ine uusi, , 1 . — .f ;„,„,„ ..tii v,ofr>r«. 

which ages of neglect had encnitcd upon them. At first "'c>> .«« exclusive power over the picture stdl, before 
.>,. ^\,u. .;=..,. cpS^pH «...ll nl„n=«t wi,h .1,. nm„r>.ol .„H granting any such order as was prayed, it must i)e <ieter- 



the elder sister seemed well pleased with the proposal, and e-. — --o — .■ — - — .- . . • . ■ „,„,„ „f „i„„„i: 

• - . . ..ir . . r *^ ' -. mined whether the picture, in Its present state ot clcanli- 

inesepic- j___, .^^"^ i,_ .t,„ „_:..;„r,i „,•„,„„«,. not Vnr <.« 



granting any s 

mined whethc ^ 

ness and restoration, be the original picture or not. For as 



immediately seut for the old butler to whose care 

tures had been, for a long time, entrusted. -; — -■ — --.^--.---, - _ _„ ^ - „f ^„^f„r;«^ tu^ 

Now this old butler was vei^y obstinate, and having no '!>« o''^ »«•« had avowed their intention of res or ng flw 

great taste for exertion or change, immediately raised many d-i-st, she, as equaUy interested with her sister, bad clearly a 

objections to the order of his i^dstress. He said that, foV "ght to h'»«'l^^'''"''''y "f *«Pft»'-«.f ."^f '^'°.«^ ' ^"^' f. 

his part, he remembered the pictures to have been exactly H'c manuscript showed clearly, that, in its present state, it 

in their present state in the time of the father and grand- corresponded with the description of it as it was whenon- 



f Sami It now a Mntiil villuKe, atxtnt two miles east of Downpatriek 
ThS'WOrd rnttfns * Aorw; and. probably, it implied, ortKinally (as Dr. 
Lanigan tliinks), the Iwrnof Dlclm, St. Patrick's first conrert, alter- 
Tarda niaila use of »• etiiiRli. 



father of the present .owners, and as they had lieen quite 
content with the pictures in their present condition, he did 
not see why the daughters should not be so also. Besides, 
ho said, to meddle with them would be dangerous, and in 
the attempt the pictures themselves would probably be 
destroyed. These argnmenta of the old butler prevailed 
with the elder sister, and as her own disposition inclined 
her to agree with the old man, she declined, though often 
pressed, to take any step in the business. The younger 
sister thus disappointed, and believing it useless to reason 
further with her sister or the old butler, at length deter- 
mined to take in hand the cleaning of that picture which, 
hanging in her own apartment, had been particularly ap- 
propriated to her, and proceeding cautiouriy to work, she 
trietl first the effect on one comer of the picture where no- 
thing but the draper)' could be injured. 

The experimentwas completely successful, and, in her tri- 
umph, she called her sister and the old butler to witness her 
success, but instead of conviniing them by the evidence of 
their own senses, her proceedings only roiLsed their indig- 
nation, and, at the suggestion of the old butler, the elder 
sister declared that she would separate for ever from the 
ether if she persisted in her attempt. Indeed the old but- 
ler, forgetting altogether his position, threatened to turn 
her out of the house. Not-withstanding these threats, the 
younger sister proueeded with her task, and, after much 
laboiu- and anxiety, 8ncceede<l in removing almtMt all the 
dirt and dust that had hitherto obscured the picture, and 
great indeed was her delight when she found that the pic- 
ture, as restoradfCorresponded accurately with the descrip- 



guially painted, it would be manifestly unjust to compel a 
restoration of it to that state -Bhicli rendered it impossible 
to discover its identity with the description in the manu- 
script. They also argued, that all the arguments urged on 
behalfof the elder sister were equally strong in f.ivour of 
the right of the younger to demand the production of the 
picture, still in the possession of the elder, in order to have 
the same cleaning process applied to it, as had .already 
proved so successful in the case of the other picture. And 
they concluded by praying that this should be doiu. 

Such were the principal arguments urged by the oppn '3 
coun.scl in this protracted litigation ; and as each sud ,- 
ing discussion only leads to the repetition of the same ;.i'- 
guments, it is hardly possible to expect that the court will 
be able to arrive at a speedy conclusion of a cause so pro- 
tracted in its course. We, therefore, subrait the facts and 
the arguments of counsel to the consideration of our rea- 
ders, and as they have the power of obtaining access to 
the manuscript, and of comparing its description 'wiUl 
the pictures themselves, we trust that they will be able to 
arrive at a decision without 'Baiting for the adjudication of 
the court. 



ON THE WORSHIP OF RELIQUES. 

PiLOBDUOBS to the shrines in which the bones and oHua 
reliques of saints are saidtobepreserved, and processions and 
other cerem<mies in which they are carried about for li» 
edification of the faithful ia the Church of Rome, are as- 
serted by that Church to be of great efficacy in promotSns 



